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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of )
)

Request of Limited Modification of )
LATA Boundaries to Provide ELCS )
Between the Winters )
exchange and the Abilene exchange. )

PETITION

I. INTRODUCTION
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OFFQ Of ntE SEa:lETARY

Southwestern Bell Telephone Company (SWBT), pursuant to Section 3(25) of the

Communications Act of 1934, as amended,1 and in accordance with the guidelines

established in the Commission's Memorandum Opinion and Order (MO&O) released

July 15, 1997 in CC Docket 96-159,2 hereby makes application for a limited modification

of LATA boundaries to provide ELCS between the Winters exchange and the Abilene

exchange.

II. SUPPORTING INFORMATION

As prescribed in paragraph 23 of the aforementioned Commission MO&O,

SWBT provides the following information in support of its application:

1. Type of service: Flat-rate, non-optional Expanded Local Calling (ELC);

2. Direction of service: Two-way;

1 The Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. et al.
2 Memorandum Opinion and Order, Petitions for Limited Modification of LATA
Boundaries to Provide Expanded Local Calling Service at Various Locations, CC Docket
No. 96-159, released July 15, 1997. By way of this MO&O the Commission adopted a
format for and criteria under which such petitions would be granted. The format and
criteria are detailed in paragraphs 23 and 24.
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3. Exchanges involved: Winters in the San Angelo, TX. LATA, and Abilene in
the Abilene, TX. LATA;

4. Name of carriers: Winters of Contel/GTE Southwest, Inc., and Abilene of
Southwestern Bell Telephone;

5. State commission approval(s): See Attachment A;

6. Number of access lines or customers: The Winters exchange has 1,464
access lines, and the Abilene exchange has 69,688 access lines;

7. Usage data: Usage data is not available to Southwestern Bell Telephone.
SWBT does not currently carry traffic across LATA boundaries;

8. Poll results: Percentage of Winters customers returning ballots who voted in
favor of ELC to Abilene: 93.41. Where SWBT is the petitioning exchange,
there is no proposed rate increase. Where SWBT is not the petitioning
exchange, SWBT does not have information as to any proposed rate increase.

9. Community of interest statement: The Public Utility Commission of Texas
includes a Community of Interest Finding in their Order(s). See Attachment
A.

10. Map: See Attachment B; and,

II. Other pertinent information: None

III. PRIMA FACIE SHOWING

SWBT believes that it has made a prima facie case supporting grant of the

proposed modification because the instant ELCS petition (1) has been approved by the

state commission; (2) proposes only traditional local service (i.e., flat-rate, non-optional

ELCS); (3) indicates that the state commission found a sufficient community of interest

to warrant such service; (4) documents this community of interest through such evidence

as poll results and descriptions of the communities involved; and, (5) involves a limited

number of customer or access lines. These requirements for a prima facie case are

detailed in the aforementioned Commission MO&O paragraph 24.



IV. CONCLUSION

Wherefore, SWBT requests that the Commission approve its application for a

limited modification of LATA boundaries to provide ELCs between the Winters

exchange and the Abilene exchange.

Respectfully submitted,

SOUTHWESTERN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY

By A")\.kNl.~~__
~bertM. Lynch

Durward D. Dupre
Barbara R. Hunt

Attorneys for
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company

One Bell Plaza, Room 2400
Dallas, Texas 75202
(214) 464-5170

FebruaryJ.~ 1998



PROJECT NO. 17M7

PEI'f1'ION fOR EXPANDED LOCAL I PUIIUC t1I'BJTY COMMISSION
CAIJ.JNG IEIlViCE nOM THE I
WINTERS DCllANGE TO THE I Of TEXAS
EXCHANGE or ABILENE I

INTERIM ORDER.

1. OIl May 29, 1997 subscribers of the Wmters ElcIwIae filed a petitioD for
&paDded Local CaIliD& Service (ELCS) requesting non-optional, two-way, Oat rate
calliq to the excbanae of Abilene.

2. The pIOCeISeS for petitioDiDa and ballotiDa included notice tbat tbe service would
be for a Oat IDODthly fee of up to 53.50 per resiclentialline and 57.00 per business line on
a non-optioDII basis.

3. The Wmten Excbanae is in tbe San Anplo SpeciI1 Market Area (SMA) aad is
served by GTE Southwest, Inc. (GTE). The petitiooed excbaDF of Abileae is in the
Abilene Local Access and Trusport Area (lATA) and is served by Southwestem BeD
Telephone (SWB).

4. All affirmative vote of 93.41 percent of W"mters Bxc:IaaaF subIcribeIs respoadiDa
to the ballOl favored ex.paadJDa the local calli,. scope to iDducIe abe AbBene BxcbaDp.

S. On July 15, 1997, the Fedenl CommunicatioDs CommiIsion (FCC) -.s an
order, In 1M HItter q( ..... for J i.>" ....... q( LATA lkMe triM to
Pmyjde B...... J om' OIl'. ServicI (II.&S,) • Yed= I MI!\' CC Docbt No.
96-159, Pee 97·244, <IeL July 15, 1997) 04......• 0JjeIgp wi 0nIer), providiDa
• proc:edure for~ a limited LATA bouDdary modifieation.

6. Utiliziaa vertical aDd horizontal (VAIl) popapbic COOIdiDates of the central
switcbin. ofIices pursuaat to 16 T.A-C. 123.49(c)(3)(B)(i), the C8ntrll otrice of the
petitioDed exchuae of Able. is 32.51 .... from the petitioniDa exchaDF c:eatral
office.

7. In Iddition to _tisfying the popapbic requiJemeDt of the Texas Public Utility
Commission rules that the central switdrina oftice for a pedtioDed exchaDp be witbin
SO miles of the petitioaiDa excbaDp, a statemeDt auestina to the eDstence of a
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community of iDte... between the petitionina and petitioned excbanaes was flled on
May 29, 1997 for the petitioned exchanae of AbUeDe.

8. The AbIIeae EEIIa.. provides major medical services, internet services and is
• business center for tbe Winters Exchanae.

9. Based on the statement referenced in F'mdina of Fact No. 8, there is • community
of interest between the petitioning Winters Exchanae and the petitioned exchanae of
Abilene.

In accordance with the finclinp of fact, the CommitsioD issues the foUowina
Interim Order:

1. Petitioners from the Wmters Excbanae have shown. community of interest witb
the Abilene Exchanae.

3. SWB is DIRECTED to file • request for a limited modification of the LATA
boundary in accontance with the procedures outlined in the FCC Older, Ja JIll M'.gfM" for ' ..... MAM'ie'joa of lATA Bgupd." to PmiM fl... lpcal
Cd;•• ScJyjce au QS) 11 Yujogs Ipqttjma cc Docket No. 96-1S9, FCC 97-244, (reI.
July IS, 1997) (Mmggpdpm OjriDiQl UMl Order), "23 " 24 by January 31, 1998.

4. Within ten (10) days of the receipt of an Order or Notice fJom the FCC reladlll
to this petition, SWB is DIRECTED to file sucb Order or Notice in this project.
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Certificate of Service

I, Mary Ann Morris, hereby certify that the foregoing I "Petition for

LATA boundary waivers" has been filed this 24th day of February, 1998 to the

Parties of Record.

Mary Ann Morris

February 24 1998



TEXAS PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

1701 NORTH CONGRESS

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701
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